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       No Charges in September 29, 2019 Deputy-Involved Shooting 

                                                                
The 4th Judicial District Attorney’s Office has completed its review of the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office deputy-involved shooting that occurred on September 29, 2019, in Monument, Colorado.  Pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute 16-2.5-301 Peace Officer-involved shooting investigations – protocol, all officer-involved shootings that result in injury or death shall be reviewed by a multi-agency team, a Deadly Force Investigation Team. 

At approximately 8:30 a.m. on Sunday, September 29, 2019, officers with the Monument Police Department were dispatched to 265-2nd Street in Monument, Colorado regarding a disturbance.  It was reported to Monument Police Dispatch that banging and glass breaking could be heard from inside the apartment in question, and the call taker could hear yelling, and that the suspect had a machete.  The suspect, who was known to have a history of violence, lived in the apartment with an adult relative.  

At the same time, Palmer Lake Police Department officers were also dispatched to the address and responded as cover for the Monument police officers.  

A “caution” was aired over police radios advising that 20 year old David Jaxon Page was a resident at that address and was known to be hostile to law enforcement.  In addition, the caution advised that two officers were to respond to all calls as Page had previously threatened to kill law enforcement on December 25, 2018.  

Monument Police Corporal R. Stewart responded to the call at approximately 8:30 a.m. and observed broken glass from the window and door in the front of the apartment as well as broken glass from a window in the back of the apartment.  He also observed items that had been thrown out of the broken window.  Corporal Stewart reported he could hear banging sounds from inside the apartment.  

Prior to making contact, Corporal Stewart spoke with one neighbor who reported that David Page had been yelling, banging around and breaking things since early in the morning.  She reported that she had seen Page in the apartment with a machete in his hand and that she had contacted the owner of the apartment regarding the broken glass.  Corporal Stewart spoke with another neighbor who reported that the disturbance had been going on since 1:00 or 2:00 in the morning and said it sounded as if the walls of the apartment were being broken down.  He explained that he has had confrontations with Page in the past, therefore he was reluctant to contact law enforcement.  

Corporal Stewart, who had previously dealt with David Page, knocked on the rear door of the apartment, while an officer with the Palmer Lake Police Department provided cover in the front.  David Page opened the door, then slammed and bolted it and refused to come out to speak with the officer.  He did, however, respond to several questions, indicating that he was alone in the apartment, was not hurt, did not need medical attention and was not homicidal or suicidal.  Corporal Stewart later reported that he didn’t want to force the issue, but that he intended to return later, take a criminal mischief report and charge Page at that time.  He felt leaving him alone in the apartment would allow time for the situation to de-escalate – and give Page the opportunity to cool down.  

At approximately 3:00 p.m. on September 29, 2019, Monument Police dispatch began receiving 911 calls reporting David Page was firing what was believed to be an air assault rifle at people and vehicles passing by the front of his apartment.  Two victims were struck, as well as several vehicles.  One of the victims, a young child, was hit when the suspect fired at the vehicle she was riding in, shattering the window’s glass and striking the child.  

Officers with Monument and Palmer Lake Police Departments, as well as Colorado State Patrol and El Paso County Sheriff’s Office, responded to the location to form a perimeter around the apartment complex and safely evacuate the building.  As law enforcement began arriving at the scene, Page began firing at the officers and their vehicles, shooting out the window of an EPSO police cruiser and cracking the windshields of multiple other law enforcement vehicles.  

El Paso County Sheriff’s Office SWAT Unit was deployed at 3:50 p.m.  The deputies had been advised that Page had broken windows and had fired at numerous civilians and law enforcement personnel using a suspected air assault rifle.   The EPSO SWAT Unit drove their tactical enforcement vehicle to the front of the apartment, in order to shield the neighborhood and road in front of the apartment.  Two deputies took positions outside of the tactical vehicle.  Deputies could see the suspect inside the apartment, because he had broken out the window of the front door and was throwing numerous objects out the broken window.  He also threw a handsaw in the direction of law enforcement.  Within two minutes of the tactical vehicle’s arrival, Page retreated into the apartment, then returned to the door and raised his hand, holding what appeared to be a semi-automatic pistol, which he pointed directly at law enforcement.   Two members of the SWAT team fired at Page.  Deputy C. Wheat fired three shots, while Deputy R. Gonzales fired twice.  David Page was struck three times, and after tactical entry was made into the apartment, he was pronounced deceased at the scene.  

Police later recovered the suspected semi-automatic pistol, which was determined to be an inoperable airsoft bb gun, however, the orange safety cap had been painted black to make it resemble a real weapon.  

According to Colorado Revised Statutes §18-1-707 a peace officer is justified in using deadly physical force upon another person for a purpose specified in subsection (1) of this section only when he reasonably believes that it is necessary:
     (a) To defend himself or a third person from what he reasonably believes to be the use or imminent use of deadly physical force; or
     (b) To effect an arrest, or to prevent the escape from custody, of a person whom he reasonably believes:
          (I) Has committed or attempted to commit a felony involving the use or threatened use of a deadly weapon; or
          (II) Is attempting to escape by the use of a deadly weapon; or
          (III) Otherwise indicates, except through a motor vehicle violation, that he is likely to endanger human life or to inflict serious bodily injury to another unless apprehended without delay.  

Colorado Revised Statutes § 18-1-707 provides that an officer is justified in using deadly force if he or she reasonably believes that it is necessary to defend himself or a third person from what he or she reasonably believes to be the imminent use of deadly physical force.  The facts and evidence show that the officers were acting reasonably at the time.   Deputies Wheat and Gonzales discharged their weapons after seeing David Page point what appeared to be a firearm in their direction.  No charges will be filed.  
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